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1 . GUIDANCE IN REP B AND C PROVIDED EMBASSY INPORMATION 
WHICH SHOULD ALLAY UK CONCERNS ABOUT US-PRG TANK 
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KEY POINT TO RE-EMPHASIZE IS THAT US WILL EVALUATE 
EXISTING (OR POSSIBLY SHORTENED) UK RIELED 120MM TANK GUN 
WITH IMPROVED AMMUNITION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 14 JULY 
US-UK LETTER OF UNDERSTANDING. WE BELIEVE THAT 15 
JANUARY DEADLINE IS REASONABLE IN VIEW OE EACT THAT BOTH 
UK AND ERG TANK GUNS WILL HAVE ALREADY BEEN EVALUATED, AND 
EURTHER DELAY WOULD INCREASE COSTS AND POSTPONE OPERATIONAL 
DEPLOYMENT. UK MAY CONTINUE TO HOPE THAT BEEORE US/ERG 
DECISION, THERE MAY BE A CHANCE TO PUT EORWARD IMPROVED 
UK 120MM GUN (WHICH WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE EOR TESTING 
UNTIL LATE 1977). IF MOD OFFICIALS RAISE THIS POINT, 

EMBASSY SHOULD REPLY THAT THERE IS NO FLEXIBILITY IN ERG 
PRODUCTION DECISION SCHEDULED EOR MARCH 77. 

2. FYI. DOD WILL CONSIDER GROWTH POTENTIAL IN 
EVALUATING UK GUN, BUT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RISK INVOLVED 
IN SELECTING A WEAPON BASED ON ANTICIPATED BUT UNTESTED 
CHARACTERISTICS. MOREOVER, EVEN WITH ACCELERATED PROGRAM, 
EIELDING OP UK IMPROVED GUN WILL PROBABLY LAG SOMEWHAT 
BEHIND EIELDING OP ERG 120MM GUN. ALTHOUGH BOTH THESE 
PACTORS MILITATE AGAINST SELECTION OF THE UK GUN, US 
OPFICIALS SHOULD NOT SPECULATE PUBLICLY BEEORE US ARMY 
EVALUATES BOTH UK AND FRG GUNS. END PYI. 

3. REP C PROVIDED TEXT OP MESSAGE PROM MOD MASON TO 
SECDEF, SUGGESTING THAT HOCKADAY AND MACKLEN VISIT 
WASHINGTON TO DISCUSS TANK HARMONIZATION PROGRAM. SECDEP 
REPLY WILL BE PROVIDED BY SEPTEL. 

ROBINSON 
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